COINAGE OF COMMODUS DURING REIGN OF MARCUS.   55

who was not a colleague in the empire to bear in an
official way the title IMPERATOR.

In any case Mommsen's theory seems to be the only
one so far propounded which explains the coins while
allowing due-weight to the literary authorities. Klebs
does justice to neither. We might suppose the case to
be somewhat as follows: In November, 176, Marcus and
Commodus had returned from the front. The emperor
wished that the Princeps Juventutis should share in the
triumph, and for that purpose caused the title Imperator
to be bestowed upon him by a vote of the Senate on
November 27. This, however, was not regarded as
having any effect upon the actual position of the prince ;
perhaps, indeed, it was merely a sort of anticipation of
the imperium which would naturally be his from
January 1 in virtue of his consulate, as seems to be
implied in the fact that the designaiio to the consulate
precedes the appellatio itnperatoris in the narrative of
the Life. The triumph took place duly on December 23,
and it is not surprising that the coins celebrating it did
not appear until after Commodus had entered upon his
consulate in January 1, 177. We may assume that for
this event the father and son remained in the city
(Eckhel takes one of the coins which I have attributed to
the triumph as a representation of the processio consularis
of that date). Then follows the retirement to Lanuvium,
and it was perhaps there, and in view of disquieting
news from the frontier, that the emperor matured the
design of raising his son to the same position which he
had himself held for fifteen years under Pius. The vote
conferring the tribunician power and the various pre-
rogatives associated with it was then passed, and the
heir to the throne was described, as Pius had been